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Foo& W‘ltl‘l Provenance

Hello to all our friends and customers.

Hope You're ikeeping warm and well this winter. Plenty has been happening since our Last
newsletter went out to You in October.

Farm News

Like most farmers, our news is often dictated by the weather. As twrite, our land is cov-
ered with smow and as pretty as a picture. But it does mean we are having to feed all our
sheep by hand in the field because they can't get to the grass. Lambing time last May
was problematic. We useo four rams all at the same time, meaning all our lambs were
born Ln quick succession. This Led to overzealous ewes adopting Lambs which were not
thelr own. n the end we moved them all to an indoor shed and kept them contained wntil
they had sorted themselves out and worked out which Lanmb belonged to which mother. The
previous year we had Lost some Lambs in our fields at Kirby Bellars to an unknown and
unseen predator — was it the legendary black panther of Lelcestershive? wWe don't kinow
but this year, we took no chances and the Lambs stayed at the fanm wntil the middle of
swmmer. We were Lucky at hay-making and brought in our first successful crop of hay
from Kirby Bellars. There was a three-day window in July when we were able to bale it up
and take it back to the farm before the rains hit. Most farmers tn the county had real
problems but the sun shone on our Little corner of Lelcestershire at just the right moment.
Entertatnment and Bvents

our Wild Game Bvening was hugely successful and the speakers really were excellent. (f
You've never been before, book yourself in this year, everyone agreed it was a great night
out — and it's free. Our speakers included Danny Jimminson who runs the very success-
ful Hamwmer and Plncers restawrant at Wymeswold where you can taste deliclous rave-
breed Lamb from our very own flock. The very aptly named Maleolm Partridge, head
kReeper at Belvolr Castle, shaveo an indepth and fascinating knowledge of shooting ano
gameleeping. Extra entertalnment was provideo by four guests sitting in the front row
who heckleo throughout and enjoyed themselves so much they have volunteered to holol a
cookery demonstration at our 2009 event. The CLA Game Falr was a fantastic event, the
highlight of which was being filmed for Johm Craven's Countryfile. The Lowlight was
camping tn a quarry and finding our tent pegs would not go tnto the rock and belng
forceol to dismantle our stall to make a bed to sleep on! Our annual Cheese and Wine
Party went with a swing largely thanks to our eccentrie, cravat-wearing wine boffin
Captain Andrew Nudd opening all my most expensive bottles of wine and distributing
freely. we'll be holding a similar event, with a competitive edge, called Wine Man’s Bluff
on Thursday, April 2. [t's free but yow'll need to give us a ving on 01664 213200 and
book a place if you'd Like to come. We attended the Royal Show this year and met the
Duchess of Cornwall who took a Brockleby’s Melton Mowbray Organic Pork Pie home for
Prince Charles. He's a fantastic supporter of organic food and we know he enjoyed it!



